Reading Romans 12:1-8
A living sacrifice
12 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God – this is your true and proper worship. 2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is – his good, pleasing and perfect will. 
For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgement, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, 5 so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. 6 We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7 ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8 the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.

Church family prayer – Bill 

Living sacrifices.
I wonder when you think about being a living sacrifice who you might think of? 
The parent who night after night gets up when their young child wakes to help them settle again.
The immigrant families who work seven days a week, making our fish and chips to pay for their children to go to university, or the parent who works 2 jobs just to be able to put food on the table for their children and to make sure they have a uniform to go to school in? 
Living sacrifices 
We’re tying up thoughts on ourselves in mission.
In the words we use from Paul in communion, there is a phrase which we repeated at each communion.  
Every time you eat this bread and drink this cup,
you proclaim the saving death of the risen Lord until he comes.
This phrase puzzles me a bit. 
How do we proclaim the Lords saving death until he comes? 
How are we proclaimers?  
How is Communion which is carried out in worship services “in house” a proclamation when little or no people who are not already in Christian faith ever see or experience it? 
In the past the in the Presbyterian Church the Communion service was only for bonafide members of the church.  In Dargaville where I spent some years growing up, they had the service and then as a tag on after the hour was up, there would be communion and I think that those who were not members were expected to sit at the back or leave after the last hymn of the regular service and so they would not participate in the communion.  
Today, even if there are a few seekers in a communion it is hardly a proclamation in any significant sense.  
Thinking about this I have been drawn to the phrase living sacrifice.  Offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God – this is your true and proper worship.    
Our Saviour and Lord Jesus is also our mentor and guide through life. Jesus willingly gave up his life for us when he died on the cross.  His body broken and his blood poured out is the ultimate expression of love for us.  In 1 John 4:10 we read, 
10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.
Jesus sacrificed his life for us willingly and so we are called to willingly also lay down our lives. In relation to Communion, maybe it is not so much the act of eating and drinking which is a proclamation, but what we partake in becomes an example for our living every day.  Communion gives us grace to live for Christ and Communion gives us the example of how we are to live for Christ in the world. Communion is like a potted summary of the whole of life. 
Jesus was broken for us, His life was poured out for us and so we go into the world to be broken, we go as living sacrifices to have our lives poured out for Christ. 
The Lord’s saving death is proclaimed as we live out the message of communion every day and in every circumstance in front of all people.
When we choose to surrender our will to do what Jesus wants us to do we behave as living sacrifices. 
How is this played out in our every-day lives?  It is played out in our relationships as we love others in the way in which Christ loved us.
1 John 3:16 16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters.

I wanted to look for a few minutes at what Romans 12-16 teaches about how to be living sacrifices.  Romans 12:1-2 opens with a Therefore: this marks the beginning of a new section in Romans.  Chapters 1-8 have explained how we need salvation and how to be saved.  Chapters 9-11 look at the place of Israel in God’s saving plan. Then 12:1 thunders Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice.  This begins the section of Romans on Christian living. 
How do the following chapters explain how we live as living sacrifices?
How do they tell us whether we are conforming to the patterns of this world or whether we are doing God’s will? I thought I could do this in a few bullet points but no. Actually think that there is a whole series here – I encourage you to read from Romans 12 – 15 up until Paul’s final greetings. 
We want to know what God’s will for our lives is?  Well in chapter 13  obeying the laws of the land and paying your taxes – that’s God’s will for your life. Reading on further God’s will for your life is that you love your neighbor – because when you do you fulfill God’s whole law!  God’s will for you in chapter 14 is that you don’t judge others you think are weaker in the faith than you are.  You are not to judge in matters which are debatable and you are to resolve not to put a stumbling block in the way of those who might be different to you.  God’s will for my life: ‘paying taxes and loving my neighbor?  That doesn’t sound very exciting.  I thought God’s will for me was to go to the last cannibals in Papua New Guinea with the Gospel.’  No: actually the will of God for our lives is tied up in the mundane. 
That’s the big picture, for now we’ll just look at verses 3-8 as an example.  We know what being living sacrifices is and we know what God’s good and perfect will is for our lives when we are living in right relationship with others. 
Verses 3-8  God has graced us with gifts.  We are to use the gifts we have so that the whole body functions well.
Verse 3 - We are to have a humble view of ourselves.  Humble view, not too high but also not too low.  God has gifted us with grace. This is great reason to walk with our heads up and shoulders back.  We are children of mercy.  God has given us gifts.  Again a reason to hold our heads up.  But this is also a reason to have a realistic attitude.  God has given us different gifts.  We cannot operate on our own, we all need each other.  God has organized it so that each person has a different gift to give to the church and to society as a whole. 
Now one can’t say: ‘my gift is better than your gift.  God loves me more because look at the great gift I have.’  No God has organized it so that we all need each other.  Some are prophets, some are teachers, some servers.  We can’t judge ourselves or others by the gifts God has given us because each is necessary. 
Stealing something I’ve heard before; let’s think about how the gifts go together.  Last Thursday afternoon we had the church luncheon.  Well there were certain people rostered on to be waiters. Actually there were no disasters while getting the food out, but imagine that I was hurrying to get back to the counter to get a new tray of soups when I clumsily crash into Geoff who is carrying 6 bowls of hot soup and I knock him over and soup sprays all over Chrystal and Lomond.  And Geoff is left lying in a pool of chicken and vegetable soup.  
The prophet would say: didn’t I tell you that having Kevin as a waiter was a bad idea.  The teacher would say, well next time if the food is delivered in an anti-clockwise direction then collisions would be avoided and the regulations are that tables must be 1.5 meters apart to that the waiters can get through.  The server would jump up and get a cloth and start cleaning up the mess which is all over Crystal and Lomond.  The leader would say right you go and get the road cones and we’ll cordon off this area and you two go and get more soup of those who missed out and we’ll need a mop and some hot water.  The encourager would say: look nearly everyone has got their soup, you guys are doing a great job, the giver would be offering to pay for the dry cleaning for Lomond and Chrystal’s dirty clothing, and the compassionate person with the gift of mercy would be the one who said to Geoff are you ok? That must have hurt.  Do we need to get the defibrillator? Can we call an ambulance?   
We know what God’s good and perfect will is for our lives as we operate in the gift’s God has given to us.  People can be unsure about their gifts.  I have done gift questionnaires with people and often though they don’t reveal anything new, often what they do is they confirm what people already know about themselves.  If you love serving serve, if you love organizing then organize.  If you find yourself drawn to pray for people for healing then do it.  There’s a lot less mystery around God’s gifts than we think.  Do what comes naturally.  This is God’s will for you. 
The point is though that we have a right attitude towards ourselves and others when we see ourselves as a part of the whole body.  We have gifts to offer, and we need to receive gifts from others. 
In addition, being living sacrifices comes down to the quality of our love. And in the rest of the chapter we have a beautiful description of love in action. Including. 
Verse 9 -21: Love: love must be sincere.  Be devoted to one another in brotherly love (Devoted that’s sacrificial language) 
15 Rejoice with those who rejoice mourn with those who mourn – that involves sacrificing your own feelings to be present with someone else. 
18 if possible as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 
21 Overcome evil with good.

Returning to the question of how we proclaim the saving death of Jesus.  The saving death of Jesus is proclaimed every time we time we lay our lives down for one another, giving of our gifts and serving one another in love.
Ephesians 5:1 1 Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children 2 and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.
Pray
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