Luke 8:22-25
Jesus calms the storm
22 One day Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Let us go over to the other side of the lake.’ So they got into a boat and set out. 23 As they sailed, he fell asleep. A squall came down on the lake, so that the boat was being swamped, and they were in great danger.
24 The disciples went and woke him, saying, ‘Master, Master, we’re going to drown!’
He got up and rebuked the wind and the raging waters; the storm subsided, and all was calm. 25 ‘Where is your faith?’ he asked his disciples.
In fear and amazement they asked one another, ‘Who is this? He commands even the winds and the water, and they obey him.’
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Message: the storms that buffet
Each week Bronwynn or I or go over to Chilton Kindergarten and we take part in Kate Chen’s mat time.  Often it is both of us.  It can be a real highlight in the week.  I took this story down to the kindergarten on Wednesday.  After a few days which had really heavy down-pours of rain which kept the children inside the thought was wouldn’t it be great if we could just pray to Jesus and command the wind and the rain to stop so that the children could go out and enjoy their new out-door learning environment. “No rain; No Wind!  Now we command warmth and sunshine; it can rain after 3.15 pm when the children are at home with their grandparents!
It would be nice, but sadly we can’t control the weather. That is apart from Ethni & Alistair. They can.  For their wedding the rain held off until just when the reception was starting.  But then, on the 28th of April this year, 2 couples were married here in the chapel, believing, God glorifying people but their special day was made somewhat more difficult by an immense storm blowing through Auckland.    
Today some would look at this story and say, well we know these things don’t just happen and so there must have been some scientific explanation for the sudden storm and it’s sudden end.  
Others would say well this is just about the myth which grew up around Jesus after he died.  Jesus didn’t really calm a storm like that, but, you’ve been around fishermen and you know how stories grow.  
Others would say there is an insight here into primitive religious belief.  A programme in the last couple of weeks on the destruction of Pompeii when Mount Vesuvius erupted, pointed out that natural disasters like that were seen as acts of the gods.  The gods must be angry.  Some have seen in the storm a demonic attack, so not that God was angry, but that Satan was trying to take Jesus out through this sudden and extreme storm.  Certainly to make seasoned sailors terrified on a lake they knew well points in that direction.  
For me I believe accounts like these to be true.  I believe they actually happened.   I believe that Jesus was active in Creation as scripture explains in John 1, speaking of Jesus in verse 3: Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. So, if Jesus created the conditions which can lead to storms over Lake Galilee then He certainly has the power to stop them.
The only thing is that we don’t see direct parallels with our physical world and this story. Farmers might pray for an end to a drought while another family is praying for a fine day for their daughter’s wedding.  An Island in the sights of a big storm in the Pacific might pray that the Hurricane changes direction, but then it might divert and hit other islands causing devastation there.  
What is more common is not to take out this scripture, that Jesus can give us the weather we want, when we need it, the approach today is to make this into something of a metaphor for our own lives.  Today we look at it and ask: what are the storms in our lives and how can Jesus calm those storms? 
The main points are certainly in the questions at the end.  Where is your Faith?  And, who is this man?  For the disciples these questions would have hung around in their minds.  What does Jesus mean: where is your faith?  We’ve left home, our family, our loved ones, we’ve given up incomes, we’re doing whatever Jesus tells us to do, and then when we’ve nearly died doing what he told us to do, then he goes and pushes us even further by asking us where is our faith?  He was the one who was asleep in the boat, while we slaved away.  But anyway, who really is this guy who the wind and the waves obey?  Who can control the weather? The Greeks believe it is the gods who bring good and bad weather.  The fertility cults try to manipulate the gods into giving them good weather by worshipping at their shrines and temples.  Jesus doesn’t follow any of those, who can control the weather?  Do we have the creator of the heaven’s and the earth right here in our midst? No wonder they were in fear and amazement!  
When we think about our lives and about how Jesus calms the storm, we can take it in two directions.  The first is one of assurance summed up in the phrase: “You’ve got this”
If we take the paying attention theme which we’ve been looking at over a couple of weeks then we can take note of what Jesus is doing in the midst of our storms.  For the disciples when they looked at Jesus in the storm, he was asleep.  He wasn’t concerned that the storm was about to swamp them and that they were about to drown.  
Sometimes we can be struggling away in our storms we might be praying to Jesus for help, but it seems as though Jesus is asleep, it seems as though God is inactive.  What good is a Jesus who is with us but is doing nothing for us to help us get through the storm?  I reflect on times like that in my life and I see that maybe it was because God has given me what I need already to get through it.  God does not feel the need to intervene because God knows we’ll be ok.  God has given us abilities, experiences, common sense and other people around us and so if we draw on what God has already given us then we have the resilience to come through the storm.  Maybe the sleeping Jesus conveyed a message which said.  It’s ok guys, I’m not worried, I know you will work together to get through this.  Even though it will be tough, you’ll manage.  So the question: ‘where is your faith’ is a question as to why they woke him when if they truly believed in him and everything he had given them then they would have boxed on and made it to the other side.  The children’s song from the 1970’s sums up this attitude: with Christ in my vessel I can smile at the storm as we go sailing home. 
The second point is the more orthodox take on it that the disciples only woke him when it got desperate.  Typically we use this then to ask ourselves: when do we try to get through the storms in our lives on our own and only go to Jesus as a last resort?   The question, then where is your faith is one of: why didn’t you wake me earlier didn’t you believe that I could calm the storm and so you didn’t need to get to the point of almost drowning before you called on me?  The song which goes with this which we’ll have another week is: take it to the Lord in Prayer: with the lines: O what needless pain we bear all because we do not carry everything to God in prayer? 
I’m not going to give an either–or here.  An either Jesus didn’t need to be woken because they could have made it with their experience gifts and team-work, or they should have woken him up earlier and showed a lack of faith not to look to him early in the storm.  
You might not have any storms at the moment, if not them you can quietly give thanks and maybe you can think about how the church can be like the boat which carries people in the storm to the other side.  How does our church bring calm to the lives of those who are facing storms?  We’ll pick up on that in our prayers later.  
If you do have a storm or storms then, the questions to ponder would be, if you think about a storm in your life right now, what do you consider you need? Do you need assurance to know that Its ok because Christ is with you and he’ll not let you drown, and so you will get through this. Or maybe the stress levels are too high and you feel overwhelmed and so you need to go and shake Jesus in prayer and call out to him to calm your storm? In either of those what would be your prayer today.  During communion you might want to contemplate that and lift them up to Jesus. 

